Foundations 9d — Eternal Judgment of the Believer -According to Our Works-

“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the ele-
mentary principles of Christ, let us go on to
perfection, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of
laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead,
and of eternal judgment. And this we will do if
God permits”. Hebrews 6:1-3

We will all give an account to God

For it is written: “4s I live, says the Lord, eve-
ry knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue
shall confess to God.” So then each of us shall
give account of himself to God. Romans
14:11-12

All things are open and naked before His
eyes

And there is no creature hidden from His sight,
but all things are naked and open to the eyes of
Him to whom we must give account.

Hebrews 4:13

Both the believer (saved) and the unbeliever
(lost) will be judged according to our deeds
God “will render to each one according to his
deeds”: eternal life to those who by patient
continuance in doing good seek for glory,
honor, and immortality; but to those who are
self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness—indignation and wrath,
tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man
who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the
Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to everyone
who works what is good, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek. For there is no partiality
with God.” Romans 2:6-11

The above verse can be confusing for some
because we know that we are justified by faith
in Jesus, not by the works of the law.

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works
of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be
justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of
the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall
be justified.” Galatians 2:16

We could never “earn” the forgiveness of sins by
our works; it is freely given when we repent and
trust Jesus Christ. However, saving faith in Jesus
Christ means that we begin a journey of

obediently following in His steps. This involves

“But do you want to know, O foolish man, that
faith without works is dead?”” James 2:20

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.” James 2:26

“I will show you my faith by my works.”
James 2:18b

“He (Jesus) became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him” Hebrews 5:9b

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to
every one according to his work. Revelation 22:12

action on our part.

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that you should follow His steps:
‘Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in
His mouth’; Who, when He was reviled, did not
revile in return; when He suffered, He did not
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously” 1 Peter 2:21-23

Then He (Jesus) said to all, “If anyone desires to
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me. Luke 9:23

We follow Jesus by faith. Our obedience in
following in His steps (our works) demonstrates
our saving faith. Thus, we are justified by faith
(without works of the law to earn forgiveness) but
we are judged by our deeds (works) which prove
(demonstrate) our saving faith.

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone
says he has faith but does not have works? Can
faith save him?” James 2:14

All Christians will appear before the
judgment seat of Christ to be eternally
judged for our works, whether good or bad
Therefore we make it our aim, whether present
or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad. Knowing,
therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men; but we are well known to God, and I also
trust are well known in your consciences.

2 Corinthians 5:9-11

We were created for good works

“For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them.” Ephesians 2:10

In evaluating each of the seven churches of

Asia Minor, the Lord Jesus declared:
“I know your works”

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus
write,

‘These things says He who holds the seven
stars in His right hand, who walks in the
midst of the seven golden lampstands:

“I know your works, your labor, your
patience, and that you cannot bear those
who are evil. And you have tested those
who say they are apostles and are not, and
have found them liars; and you have
persevered and have patience, and have
labored for My name’s sake and have not
become weary. Nevertheless I have this
against you, that you have left your first
love. Remember therefore from where you
have fallen; repent and do the first works,
or else I will come to you quickly and
remove your lampstand from its place—
unless you repent.” Revelation 2:1-5

“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna
write,

“These things says the First and the Last,
who was dead, and came to life:

“I know your works, tribulation, and
poverty (but you are rich); and I know the
blasphemy of those who say they are Jews
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
Do not fear any of those things which you
are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is
about to throw some of you into prison, that
you may be tested, and you will have
tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life.”
Revelation 2:8-10

“And to the angel of the church in
Pergamos write,
‘These things says He who has the sharp
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two-edged sword:

“I know your works, and where you dwell,
where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to
My name, and did not deny My faith even in
the days in which Antipas was My faithful
martyr, who was killed among you, where
Satan dwells. Revelation 2:12-13

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira
write,

‘These things says the Son of God, who has
eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine
brass: “I know your works, love, service,
faith, and your patience; and as for your
works, the last are more than the first.
Revelation 2:18-19

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis
write,

‘These things says He who has the seven
Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know
your works, that you have a name that you are
alive, but you are dead. Be watchful, and
strengthen the things which remain, that are
ready to die, for I have not found your works
perfect before God. Remember therefore how
you have received and heard; hold fast and
repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will
come upon you as a thief, and you will not
know what hour [ will come upon you. You
have a few names even in Sardis who have
not defiled their garments; and they shall
walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.
He who overcomes shall be clothed in white
garments, and [ will not blot out his name
from the Book of Life; but I will confess his
name before My Father and before His
angels. “He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.””

Revelation 3:1-6

“And to the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write,

“These things says He who is holy, He who is
true, “He who has the key of David, He who
opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one
opens”: “I know your works. See, [ have set
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before you an open door, and no one can shut it;
for you have a little strength, have kept My
word, and have not denied My name. Indeed I
will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who
say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I
will make them come and worship before your
feet, and to know that I have loved you.
Because you have kept My command to
persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of
trial which shall come upon the whole world, to
test those who dwell on the earth.

Revelation 3:7-10

“And to the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write,

‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and
True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of
God: “I know your works, that you are neither
cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.
So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.
Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become
wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do
not know that you are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked— I counsel you to buy
from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may
be rich; and white garments, that you may be
clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may
not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye
salve, that you may see. As many as [ love, [
rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and
repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I
will come in to him and dine with him, and he
with Me. To him who overcomes I will grant to
sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame
and sat down with My Father on His throne.
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.”’” Revelation 3:14-22

We are saved by His mercy (without works).
We were created in Christ Jesus for good
works (Eph. 2:10) by which we will be
judged.

“Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and
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renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,
that having been justified by His grace we should
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
This is a faithful saying, and these things I want
you to affirm constantly, that those who have be-
lieved in God should be careful to maintain good
works. These things are good and profitable to
men.” Titus 3:5-8

Do not be deceived, God 1s not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of
the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not
grow weary while doing good, for in due season
we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of the household of
faith. Galatians 6:7-10

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and
My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work. Revelation 22:12

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord.” 1 Cor. 15:58



